January, 2008
Dear Members of Huron Pointe Sportsmen’s Club,

We – the Van Camp family - would like to request your permission and assistance to give our children the opportunity to participate in the Scholastic Clay (SCTP) Target Program. SCTP provides school-age participants in grades 12 and under with the opportunity to showcase their competitive shooting skills and earn state and national recognition. The program is designed to instill in participants safe firearms handling, commitment, responsibility, leadership and teamwork.

SCTP is a cooperative effort between the National Shooting Sports Foundation (NSSF), the firearms industry's largest and most diverse trade association with 2,200 members, and the governing bodies for trapshooting, skeet shooting and sporting clays shooting - the Amateur Trapshooting Association (ATA), the National Skeet Shooting Association (NSSA) and the National Sporting Clays Association (NSCA), respectively as well as local shooting clubs throughout the nation.

We have been participating with SCTP at Huron Pointe Sportsmen’s Association for 1 year; and, over three years through another club in St. Clair County. I would like the opportunity to share this wonderful program with even more youths in St. Clair and Macomb County. 

 My credentials include being a 4-H Shooting Sports leader for over 7 years, St. Clair 4-H Shooting Sports superintendent (Retired) for 3½ years, SCTP assistant coach for 2 years, Hunters’ Safety instructor for 6 years, Boy Scout merit badge counselor and an avid shooter for over 50 years. I am certified to instruct and coach in all aspects of Shooting Sports from archery to shotgun. I’ve attended classes and seminars locally as well as at both the state and national levels to be a Shooting Sports leader, coach, trainer and Hunters Safety instructor. My ultimate goal has always been to enhance my ability to work with youth and teach them the “right” way to respect and enjoy shooting. Jean, my wife, would be the team’s records keeper. She’s acted as my “personal secretary” for 42 years and has also worked with youth most of her life. She has organized raffles, tracked shooting schedules and helps us maintain all documentation necessary to run an effective program. Clarence, our 17 year old son, is the main reason we became involved in 4-H and SCTP. He enjoys and accels at Trap shooting. He began shooting in Boy Scouts as a young child and fell in love with it. We then became involved with 4-H with him working he’s way through all disciplines of the shooting sports and becoming an excellent marksman with many awards, medals and trophies to show for it. By chance 5 years ago, we attended a seminar at Gander Mountain about youth shooting and that’s when we found out about SCTP and Clarence was invited to try out. The rest is history. We’ve had the opportunity to travel to events locally, state-wide and even nationally. Clarence loves to participate in shooting sports events with his favorite being Trap, so we’ve tried to support him in every way we can and give him the opportunity to shoot at 4-H, SCTP, Junior Olympics, ATA and any other events we hear about. Clarence has also taken 4-H State training in Shotgun and is a Teen Leader in St. Clair County – a position he takes very seriously. 

There is quite a bit of work to be done to have an effective Scholastic Clay Target Program at a gun club and there are many financial needs as well. There’s the obvious cost of shooting fees and shells and other intrinsic costs as well including but not limited to practice fees, membership, and clothing. There are many national sponsors that offer discounts to participating clubs and their members. An estimate of some of the costs per individual shooter is listed on second page, based on 2007 shooting fees and 2007 cost per case of shells from Federal Premium Ammunition. By no means are we asking the club to provide the all the money to pay the costs, but we are asking for your support in earning it. There are several grants available that we are more than willing to write for. We’re willing to hold raffles, turkey shoots or whatever fund raising events are needed and most of the parents are also willing to provide their fair share to let their children be participants in this incredible national recognized organization.
We would like to explain what SCTP is, how it could enhance your already existing youth programs at Huron Pointe and answer any of your questions and concerns. Enclosed you will also find a cost & expectations sheet along with some basic information about SCTP, but if you would like to research this further, please check out the official Scholastic Clay (SCTP) Target Program website at www.SCTP.com. Thank you for your time and consideration.

Sincerely,

Vaughn Van Camp, Potential Coach





Jeannine Van Camp, Coordinator

